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For            Immediate Release
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           Contact: Betsy Hart, 202-226-8555
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HERSETH            SANDLIN INTRODUCES CRITICAL VETERANS TRANSITION ASSISTANCE, HEALTH CARE            LEGISLATION
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Washington,            DC, February 12, 2009-
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Today,            Chair of the Veterans’ Affairs Subcommittee Committee on Economic Opportunity,            Rep. Stephanie Herseth Sandlin introduced legislation critical to easing            the transition of veterans into civilian life on college campuses and            improving the quality of health care available to those who have served            and sacrificed: Pilot College Work Study Programs for Veterans Act and            Veterans Physical Therapy Services Improvement Act.
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The Pilot College            Work Study Programs for Veterans Act would aim to expand the employment            opportunities for veterans on college campuses. Currently, veterans            utilizing their GI Bill benefits who qualify for work-study may only            hold positions related to VA work. The Pilot College Work Study Programs            for Veterans Act directs the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to conduct            a five-year pilot project to test the feasibility of expanding qualifying            work-study activities to include positions in academic departments such            as tutoring or assisting with researching, teaching and lab work as            well student services such as positions in career centers, financial            aid, orientation, cashiers, admissions, records and registrations offices.
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“Veterans develop            a diverse skill-set while in service their country,” Rep. Herseth Sandlin            said. “As they seek educational opportunities upon leaving active duty,            they should be encouraged to build upon the knowledge they have already            acquired. Expanding the work-study opportunities available to veterans            will not only benefit their educational experience but the culture of            their educational communities as well.” 
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Herseth Sandlin            also introduced the Veterans Physical Therapy Services Improvement Act            of 2008.This bill would improve the recruitment and retention of physical            therapists (PTs) treating our nation’s veterans by creating a Director            of Physical Therapy Service at the Veterans Health Administration (VHA),            enhancing qualifications for appointment of physical therapists who            serve veterans and establishing a fellowship program for physical therapists            in the areas of geriatrics, amputee rehabilitation, polytrauma care            and rehabilitation research.
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“With an aging veteran            population and men and women returning every day from Iraq and Afghanistan            with injuries unlike any sustained in previous conflicts, attracting            highly-qualified physical therapists to the VA is important now more            than ever,” Rep. Herseth Sandlin said. “Those who have bravely served            our country in uniform deserve access to superior health care and by            improving physical therapy services at the VA, we are better equipped            to provide that care and ultimately make good on the promise our country            made to its veterans.”
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